374           THE  PRIME  MINISTER
brief and decisions prompt. Now how can they
.possibly be so, if all power Is exercised by two
dozen Ministers who pass half their time in dis-
cussion and the other half In deploring their
Impotence ? " Gustave Herve was even more
outspoken In La Victoire (December 7th, 1916):
" Roughly the veils are torn aside in all
the allied countries; and from Petrograd
to Paris, from London to Rome, the whole
world turns anxiously towards their Govern-
ments, crying,f We want leaders ! *
" Lloyd George has been the first in our
great countries of the West to hear the
cry of the people/'
M. Eitzmaurice, in the Figaro, foresaw how the
crisis would end:
" Perhaps he will not have the support
of all his colleagues of to-day, some of whom
are precisely those whose delays and deci-
sions he was arraigning, and from whose
hands he wished to take the War Council;
but he will have with him all the men of
action of all the parties who recognise In
him a true leader because they have seen
him at work and they know that they can
count on him. He will have with him all
the English people and all the Allies/'
The Matin on the same day (December 7th)
analysed the position as follows;
" In reality the conflict which divides the